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I NT. CLASSROOM DAY.

EDWN, 10, is sat at the back of his classroom staring out
t he wi ndow and chewi ng gum

TEACHER
Edwi n, are you chew ng agai n?

Edw n shakes his head, his lips tight around the wad.

TEACHER
Go and spit it out, |ad.

GECRG A
He can’t, sir.

The teacher raises his eyebrows at GEORG A, al so 10.

LOLA
He’ s been chew ng the sane piece of
gum for six hours.

TYRESE
| f he stops now, he' Il be giving up
ever yt hi ng.

The class of children stares at Edwin in awe.

EXT. PLAYGROUND. LUNCHTI ME

Edw n dribbles the football as other boys shout to him
Edwi n i s cool.

To the side of the pitch, Lola and Ceorgia are telling a
group of Year 6 boys about Edw n’s m ssion.

LOLA
(staring at Edw n)
| heard it lost its flavour in the
first mnute.

Anot her boy wal ks up.

OTHER BOY
Annabel said he swapped it for a
different one at break.

The ol der boys | ook at Lola, waiting for her response.
LOLA

That’s a lie. He was sat on the
wobbl 'y bench all break. Chew ng.



The children in the circle are all amazed.

EXT. STREET. DAY.
Edwi n i s wal ki ng hone through terraced houses. He passes hy
the | ocal corner shop, where the owner, HARISH, 35, is
standi ng outsi de readi ng a book.
HARI SH

Hey, Edwin. You still on the sane

pi ece, yeah?
Edwi n nods seriously.
Harish tips his cap, and | aughs affectionately as Edw n
keeps hi king his enornous backpack down the road- chew ng.
I NT. EDAWN S DI NI NG ROOM EVEN NG
Edwi n’s sister, RHONDA, 12, is staring at himdisgustedly.
Edwi n reads a Beano as he chews. The gumis pretty thick,
now, and takes sone effort.

Edw n and Rhonda’s nmum wordl essly places their rice and
beans on the table.

Edwi n sticks his forefinger into his nouth and tucks the gum
under his top lip.

RHONDA
Eur gh! Mum
| NT. BATHROOM NI GHT.

Edwin is in the bath. The gumis quite stiff now. He lies
back and ducks his head under the water, still chew ng.

| NT. EDW N S BEDROOM NI GHT.

Edwi n chews in his sleep.

EXT. STREET. MORNI NG

HARI SH
Still?

Edwi n nods and bites into the hardening ball



I NT. CLASSROOM DAY.

The whol e class, including the teacher, is turned towards
Edw n- nout hs agape.

Edwin still chews, his brow furrowed with the effort of it.

EXT. STREET. AFTERNOON.
HARI SH
That’ s gotta be bad for you, Edw n,
man.

I NT. EDWN S DI NI NG ROOM EVEN NG

RHONDA
Nope.

She | eaves the table as he clacks the gum stone against his
t eet h.

| NT. BATHROOM NI GHT

Edwin | ooks in the mrror as he uses a lot of force to
repeatedly chonp into the rock in his nouth. H's cheeks | ook
like a horse’s rear end- nuscly and round from the work.

Edw n feel s sonet hi ng.

Not only is the gumgetting harder to chewis it- it is-
getting

bi gger!

It grows and grows and Edwi n keeps chew ng but he can’t get
his teeth around it anynore and he just has to-

-he spits it into the sink

EDW N
VWhat t he-

- the tiny pink creature unknots itself fromits little
ball, winding its spindly |inbs out.

It crawls out of the sink and | eaps onto the w ndowsill.
It | ooks about, then makes a junp for it.

Edwin is left to his confusion in the bat hroom



FADE OUT



